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BIBLIOGRAPHY ON 
POLICE AND POLICING
RESEARCH IN SOUTH
AFRICA, 2000–2012

1. INTRODUCTION

South African police studies 
coming of age?

The idea of developing a bibliography on police
and policing research emerged from discussions
among a small group of South African
researchers who convened in early 2012 to take
stock of recent developments within the police. At
the time of the meeting the evidence of an
institution in crisis could no longer be ignored.
The factors which have contributed to this state of
affairs, so the discussions recognised, were
complex. Since the late 1990s increasing public
concern about high levels of violent crime had
created an environment within which a much
more punitive approach to crime control had
taken root. During this period the decline in
investigative capacity and public order policing
skills had undermined the capacity of the police
organisation to respond to the demands
associated with a high-crime and increasingly
volatile political environment. Policy decisions
relating to the closure of specialist divisions and
en-masse recruitment have had further
debilitating consequences. Corruption – big and
small – would have further corrosive effects. By
2010 the growing deficit in command and control
within the organisation was widely acknowledged
– even in senior police circles. And at the time
the discussions took place there was much
speculation about a trend towards increasing
political interference in the operational mandate
of the police. In the last half of 2012 no fewer

than two Commissions of Inquiry were
established. In the Western Cape Premier Helen
Zille established a commission to investigate the
alleged breakdown of relations between the
community and the police in the informal
settlement Khayelitsha. In August 2012 a strike at
a platinum mine outside Rustenburg turned
violent as police fired on a large group of striking
mine workers. This event became known as the
Marikana ‘massacre’ and the Farlam Commission
of Inquiry was established to investigate the event. 

It is against this background that we thought that
taking stock of the focus areas of research over the
past decade would allow us to identify trends and
gaps in police research. The Centre of Crimino-
logy offered to develop a bibliography of research
on police and policing focusing on the post-2000
period. John-Paul Banchani, an intern who came
our way through a six-month exchange agreement
between the Centre and the African Leadership
Centre at Kings College in London where he
completed his Masters, took on the responsibility
to develop the bibliography under the guidance of
Elrena van der Spuy. Once completed, the idea
was to distribute this as a resource to researchers
and practitioners as widely as possible. Many
others have assisted in updating the bibliography.
Particular thanks to Elaine Atkins, Suzall Timm,
Nadia Smit and Theresa Hume for their respective
contributions.

A few remarks on the bibliography itself: 

Data collection: The bibliography was pieced
together using a combination of the following

John-Paul Banchani and
Elrena van der Spuy
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• Regionalisation of policing
• In-house police biographies – a new genre of 

‘publication’ which also deserves attention in a
bibliography on, for and by police 

We trust that this resource will serve a useful
purpose in providing a preview of existing
research. We invite users to assist us in updating
the bibliography. The research community has an
important contribution to make to the future of
the police organisation. Policy needs to be
informed by sound research. Research needs to
contribute to our understanding of the social,
political and organisational dynamics which shape
police actions at both the micro and macro levels.
Being knowledgeable about the current state of
police research is one pre-requisite for engaging –
responsibly, innovatively and provocatively – with
future police research. 

Elrena van der Spuy
July 2013

2. POLICE REFORM

• Altbeker, A. (2009) ‘The building of the new 
South African Police Service: the dynamics of
police reform in a changing (and violent)
country’ in M.S. Hinton and T. Newburn (eds),
Policing developing democracies. London:
Routledge. 

• Azzopardi, J., Marks, M., Wood, J., and Xaba, 
T. ‘Reconfiguring state and non-state actors in
the provision of safety in (South) Africa:
implications for bottom-up policing
arrangements and for donor funding’. Journal of
Legal Pluralism, 63 (2011), 49-72. 

• Berning, J. and Masiloane, D. ‘Police 
militarization: is South Africa disproving or
failing to learn from police history?’. Acta
Criminologica: Southern African Journal of
Criminology, 24(3) (2011), 60-71.

• Burger, J. Strategic perspectives on 
crime and policing in South Africa, Pretoria: Van
Schaik, 2007.

• Bruce, D. New wine from an old cask? The 
South African Police Service and the process of
transformation, John Jay College of Criminal
Justice, New York, 9 May 2002. Available at:

data collection methods: the use of electronically
based search engines; scanning of a select number
of South African journals; accessing the
curriculum vitae of prominent policing
researchers; and through personal contact with
key policing researchers. 

Contemporary focus: The bibliography focuses on
academic research on the police that has been
published between 2000 and 2012. 

Research themes: The sources are organised
thematically. This required us to make decisions
about where to place articles, which was not
always easy as articles often straddle more than
one topic. 

Unpublished research: We decided to exclude
unpublished theses from the bibliography as we
were not confident enough about the
comprehensive nature of the databases at our
disposal and of the quality of such research. The
search revealed that a fair amount of unpublished
research for degree purposes exists. 

South African police studies and policing research
have evolved rapidly over a period of 20 years.
From very modest beginnings as far back as 1990
this area of research has ‘come of age’. It is
currently characterised by considerable diversity
in terms of substantive focus, which includes the
following:

• Issues relating to democratic models of 
policing in transitional contexts (police reform,
human rights and policing, police
accountability, police use of force, police
unions and rights etc)

• Generic police organisational dynamics (police 
culture, police corruption, management, work-
related conditions [stress, trauma etc.]) 

• Contemporary policing approaches 
(community policing, sector policing, problem-
orientated policing, crime prevention)

• Specialised policing concerns (public order, 
violent crime, organised crime, gender-based
violence, terrorism, gangs, victims)

• Multi-agency policing (municipal policing, 
private policing, informal policing)
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http://www.csvr.org.za/docs/policing/newwine
fromold.pdf

• Graham, P. ‘Creating a civil society: the role of 
civil society organizations in security sector
reform during political transitions’. The 16th
Interpol Heads of Training Symposium,
Emperor’s Palace, Johannesburg, March 2007. 

• Malan, M. ‘Peacebuilding in southern 
Africa: police reform in Mozambique and
South Africa’, in T.T. Holm and E.B. Eide,
Peacebuilding and police reform, London: Frank
Cass, 2000. 

• Marks, M. ‘Shifting gears or slamming 
on the brakes? An assessment of police
transformation in a South African paramilitary
police unit’. Policing and Society: An
International Journal of Research and Policy,
13(3) (2003), 235-258. 

• Marks, M. Transforming the robocops: 
changing police in South Africa. Durban: Natal
University Press, (2005) .

• Marks, M. ‘Looking different, acting 
different: struggles for equality within the
South African police service’. Public
Administration, 86(3) (2008), 643-665. 

• Marks, M. ‘Police socialisation’ in 
Wakefield, A. and Fleming, J. (eds), The sage
dictionary of policing, London: Sage, 2006. 

• Marks, M. and Fleming, J. ‘The untold 
story: the regulation of police labour rights and
the quest for police democratisation’, Police
Practice and Research, 7(4) (2006), 309-322.

• Marks, M. and Fleming, J. ‘As unremarkable as 
the air they breathe’? Reforming police
management in South Africa’. Current
Sociology, 52(5) (2004), 784-808. 

• Marks, M. and Goldsmith, A. ‘The state, the 
people and democratic policing: the case of
South Africa’ in J. Wood and B. Dupont (eds),
Democracy, society and the governance of
security, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press (2006), 139-165. 

• Marks, M. and Shearing, C.  ‘Reconceptualising 
police reform practice in South African
policing’. South African Review of Sociology,
36(2) (2005), 131-140.

• Marks, M. and Wood, J. ‘Generating youth 
safety from below: situating young people at
the centre of knowledge-based policing’,

Handbook of Knowledge Based Policing: Current
Conceptions and Future Directions, West Sussex:
John Wiley and Sons, 2008. 

• Marks, M. and Wood, J. ‘South African 
policing at the crossroads: the case for
minimalist and minimal policing in South
Africa’. Theoretical Criminology, 14(3) (2010),
311-329. 

• Marks, M. and Sklansky, D. (eds), Police reform 
from the bottom up: officers and their unions as
agents of change. Oxfordshire: Routledge,
(2012). 

• Mashele, P. ‘Will the scorpion still 
sting? The future of the Directorate of Special
Operations’. SA Crime Quarterly, 17 (2006), 25-
29. Available at: http://www.issafrica.org/
uploads/CQ17Mashele.pdf

• Montesh, M. and Basdeo, V. Police reform in the 
new democratic South Africa: advances in police
theory and practice. CRC Press, 2013.

• Newham, G. ‘Strengthening democratic 
policing in South Africa through internal
systems for officer control’. South African
Review of Sociology, 36(2) (2005), 160-177. 

• Omar, B. ‘In whose interest? Police 
unions and the 2006 restructuring of the SAPS’.
SA Crime Quarterly, 21 (2007), 21-26. Available
at: http://www.issafrica.org/uploads/
CQ21OMAR.PDF

• Rauch, J. ‘Criminal justice after apartheid: 
police and justice reform in South Africa’ in C.
Call (ed), Constructing justice and security after
war. Washington: United States Institute of
Peace, 2007.

• Rauch, J. ‘The South African Police and 
the Truth Commission’. South African Review of
Sociology, 36(2) (2005), 208-237. 

• Rauch, J. and van der Spuy, E. Police reform in 
post-conflict Africa, Pretoria: Safety and
Security Programme of the Institute for
Democracy in South Africa, 2006. Available
online: http://www.aprn.org.za/File_uploads/
File/Police%20reform%20IDASA.pdf

• Shearing, C. and Marks, M. ‘Introduction: 
diversity in policing: multi-agency frameworks
and strategies in South Africa’. Society in
Transition, 35(2) (2004), 197-204. 



• Faull, A. ‘Policing and human tights: the 
meaning of justice in the everyday policing of
Johannesburg’, African Security Review, 20(4),
(2011), 53-55.

• Hornberger, J. ‘Translating human rights: a 
police-migrant encounter in Johannesburg’ in
Steffen Jensen and Andrew Jefferson (eds), State
violence and legal practices: contested authority
in transitional societies, Routledge, 2009.

• Hornberger, J. ‘Human rights and policing: 
exigency or incongruence?’, Annual Review of
Law and Social Science, 6 (2010), 259-83.

• Hornberger, J. Policing and human rights: The 
meaning of violence and justice in the everyday
policing of Johannesburg. Law, Development and
Globalisation Series London: Routledge, 2011. 

• Jensen, S. ‘The vision of the state: audiences, 
enchantments and policing in South Africa’ in
Jensen Steffen and Jefferson Andrew (eds),
Human rights and state violence: state officials in
the South, London: Routledge, 2009.

• Jensen, S. and Jefferson, A. (eds), Human 
rights and state violence: state officials in the
South. London: Routledge, 2009.

4. GENDER AND POLICING

• Bezuidenhout, C. ‘Explaining police action 
towards gays: a radical criminology approach’,
Acta Criminologica, 14(1) (2001), 11-19.

• Bezuidenhout, C. ‘Performance of female police 
officers in a male dominated environment:
replacing myths with reality’, Acta Crimino-
logica, 15(2) (2002),  110-118.

• De Beer, M. ‘Police heterosexism and  homo-
phobia: the Langemaat case’, POLSA Bulletin
4(99) (1999), 37-50.

• Faull, A. ‘Fighting for respect: violence, 
masculinity and legitimacy in the SAPS’, SA
Crime Quarterly, 44 (June) (2013), 5-14.

• Meyer, M.E. and Steyn, J.  ‘Developing cynicism 
among male and female recruits in the South
African police service’, Acta Criminologica,
CRIMSA Special Edition (2) (2008), 1-20.

• Montesh, M. ‘Transformation in the South 
African Police Service: the implementation of
affirmative action and employment equity in
SAPS’, SAJC, 1 (2010), 55-77.
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• Sklansky, D. and Marks, M. ‘The Role of the 
rank and file in police reform’. Policing and
Society: An International Journal of Research
and Policy, 18(1) (2008), 1-6.

• Steinberg, J. ‘Establishing police authority and 
civilian compliance in post-apartheid
Johannesburg: an argument form the work of
Egon Bittner’. Policing and Society: An
International Journal of Research and Policy,
22(4) (2012), 481-495.  

• Van der Spuy, E. ‘Foreign donor assistance 
and policing reform in South Africa’. Policing
and Society: An International Journal of
Research and Policy, 10(4) (2000), 343-366. 

• Van der Spuy, E. ‘South African policing 
studies in the making’ in Dixon, B. & 
van der Spuy, E. (eds), Justice gained? Crime
and crime control in South Africa’s transition,
Cape Town: UCT Press. London: Willan
Publishers, 2004.

• Van der Spuy, E. ‘International assistance and 
local pressures in the reform of policing: the
case of the Eastern Cape’. South African Review
of Sociology, 36(2) (2005), 191-207. 

• Van der Spuy, E. ‘Police reform in Africa: 
theory, policy and practice in the making?’.
South African Journal of Criminal Justice, 20(3)
(2007), 307-327.

• Van der Spuy, E. ‘The National Peace accord 
and police reform in South Africa: the role of
the police board as an interim policy
mechanism, 1992-4’. Journal for Contemporary
History, 38(1) (2008), 37-58. 

• Wood, J., Fleming, J. and Marks, M. ‘Building 
the capacity of police change agents: the nexus
policing project’ in M. Marks and D. Sklansky
(eds), Police reform from the bottom up: officers
and their unions as agents of change, Routledge:
London, 2012, 58-73. 

3. HUMAN RIGHTS AND POLICING

• Dissel, A. and Frank, C. (eds), Policing and 
human rights: assessing southern African
countries’ compliance with the SARPCCO Code
of Conduct for Police Officials, Cape Town:
APCOF, 2012.
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