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South Africa is at a pivotal juncture in its pursuit of equitable
and effective healthcare. The proposed National Health
Insurance (NHI) Bill, which is presently being reviewed
by the National Council of Provinces (NCOP), has raised
significant concerns among numerous stakeholders,
including financial associations, healthcare providers, and
special interests. It is essential to thoroughly evaluate the
bill and advocate for its revision, as opposed to rushing
to pass it. Below are persuasive arguments reflecting the
concerns of the citizens. Despite the fact that SADA aligns
with the majority of these, a few are my personal opinions
based on my work and interactions in the Oral Health
Profession.

Decentralisation to Meet Local Needs: The bill should
not employ a centralised strategy. Adopting ward-based
primary care would enable regions and provinces to
determine their unique healthcare needs and allocate
resources accordingly. A centralised system may hinder
local innovation and limit tailored solutions to diverse
healthcare challenges.

We advocate for increased choice in the private sector:
A rigid implementation of the current law could limit the
options available to citizens, thereby impeding competition
and innovation. Maintaining a balance between public and
private healthcare is essential for the nation’s overall health.

Avoiding Legal Challenges: We share concerns regarding
prospective legal challenges to the bill in its current form.
These obstacles could result in protracted legal disputes
and delays in the implementation of a universal healthcare
system that is truly beneficial to our nation’s citizens. By
amending the bill in advance, we can avoid such setbacks.

Systematic and Gradual Implementation for Sustainable
Progress: We believe that systematic and gradual
implementation, as suggested by some, is a prudent
strategy. Before withdrawing funds from provincial
budgets, pilot programmes ensure that only verified and
effective measures are implemented. Rushing into full-
scale implementation poses the danger of unforeseen
consequences.

We support Universal Health Care coverage: We however
believe that a collaborative approach involving both the
private and public sectors is essential. The current single-
fund model may exacerbate disparities in healthcare.
The assets of both sectors can be leveraged through
collaboration to provide comprehensive and accessible
healthcare.

Addressing Existing Dysfunction: We

recognise the
urgency of addressing the existing dysfunction in our
healthcare system. It is prudent to resolve these issues
prior to implementing sweeping reforms. We are adamant
that healthcare is not a priviege, but a constitutional
requirement, and that resolving extant issues should
precede introducing new ones.

Engaging and Seeking Improvement Mechanisms: Our
dedication to studying the measure and participating in its
development demonstrates our willingness to participate
constructively. There may be substantial flaws in the bill,
but we are eager to work with the government to find
effective ways to address these concerns and make the bill
work for everyone.

Opyposition to the Proposed Bill : It should be noted that
a number of organisations and programmes oppose the
proposed NHI Bill vehemently. The urgency of revising the
measure to ensure that it truly serves the best interests of
all South Africans is highlighted by their concerns.

In conclusion, although the current NHI Bill is not devoid
of merit, it requires substantial revisions to address
the legitimate concerns raised by a wide variety of
stakeholders. South Africa deserves a healthcare system
that is both equitable and sustainable, and achieving
this objective will require meticulous deliberation and
cooperation from all involved parties. Let us choose the
path of improvement and inclusion by advocating for a
revised NHI Bill that adequately addresses the nation’s
healthcare requirements.



