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Dear Dr Concha,

RE: Research paper for publication

Please find herewith a research paper titled: Visual recognition difficulties: Identifying primary school students’ directional confusion in writing letters and numbers, for consideration for publication in the South African Journal of Occupational Therapy.  The paper identifies letters and numbers which children in primary school find difficult to form and recognise or commonly reverse in orientation.  The content of the research is important as it focuses attention on those letters and numbers that require more detailed attention in teaching and will provide guidance to teachers in this area of teaching.  It also highlights the lack of spontaneous recovery from letter reversal tendencies by the poor correlation of less letter and number reversals with increasing grade.  This is also important for teachers to know when educating children in their first four years of school.

This paper has not been submitted for publication to any other Journal.  Both authors have contributed substantially to the data analysis and writing of this article, and are in agreement with the content of the manuscript.
This research project was part of a larger data collection which was approved by the Edith Cowan University Human Research Ethics Committee (Number 3054).  This ethics approval included the letters of information and consent forms for parents and children involved in the data collection.  After parental consent was obtained, the research was explained to the children who were asked to consent verbally or by writing their name on the consent form.  As data was collected, children were assigned participant numbers and the consent forms were stored separately from the data collection forms to ensure anonymity.  The data and consent forms are stored in a secure locked cabinet with restricted key access and data on the computer is password protected and de-identified.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit this manuscript for peer review and possible publication.

Yours faithfully

Janet Richmond
