IDENTIFYING HAND WRITING PROBLEMS AT A HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION IN SOUTH AFRICA

Multiple Choice Questions
Correct answers in red
1. Factors affecting legibility and speed in students in Higher Education are:-
a. age 
b. type of pen
c. pain and fatigue 
d. pen grasp
e. gender

2. Factors described as affecting handwriting function in children include
a. posture 
b. type of paper they write on
c. the amount of force they use to hold the pencil 
d. pressure used to press on the paper 
e. the number of words they write

3. Students decreased endurance for writing 
a. may result from having to complete written examinations
b.  may be as a result of the introduction of technology 
c. may affect their typing speed
d. may lead to legibility and speed being affected 
e. may lead to discomfort or pain

4. Typing essay type examinations in South Africa is not an option yet as
a. students only want to use computers for multiple choice questions 
b. students do not learn to touch type 
c. students have limited access to computers at home and/or at school. 
d. Students don’t have long essay type examinations
e. students can write faster than they can type 

5. The objectives of the study were to determine
a. handwriting problems students at the University of the Witwatersrand reported.
b. if poor handwriting affected the students marks
c. observable behaviour related to performance skills associated with handwriting norms to establish which skills are associated with dysfunctional handwriting
d. norms for the speed and legibility of undergraduate students’ hand writing 
e. what lecturers did when students handwriting was illegible

6. The writing test for the purposes of this study 
a. is a screening tool developed to identify problems which may need further assessment. 
b. was similar to that used for children in Grade 7
c. assesses only near point copying 
d. was used to observe the students’ ability to follow the text in the passage
e. assessed content of writing for spelling, omitted letters, words and lines of text 

7. Of the students reported problems affecting their handwriting
a. 14.33% felt they had dysfunction 
b. in 6.99% it affected their ability to write examinations 
c. they all requested help to improve their writing
d. illegibility was the most common problem reported 
e. their reported problems had a low correlation with the scores on the screening assessment for speed and legibility 

8. Speed of writing was significantly slower in students 
a. Held their pen tightly
b. who positioned their paper to the side rather than in front of them, 
c. took time to find their place in the text they were copying from, 
d. repositioned the pen in their hand or stopped to shake their hand 
e. made more than three corrections when copying 

9. Factors that have been described as dysfunction in relation to handwriting seen in more than 50% of the students were
a. rotated posture
b. flexed posture 
c. resting on both forearms on the table 
d. holding the pen too far from th etip
e. tight pen grasp associated with hyperextension of the dip joint of the index finger 

10. Numbers of students reporting discomfort and pain during the writing of long examinations in this sample included
a. 68% who reported discomfort in their hand 
b. 9.35% who experienced high levels of pain when writing examinations
c. 87% who reported moderate pain
d. 3% who reported pain and needed to rest while being assessed 
e. 32% who reported no symptoms of discomfort or pain while writing examinations. 

